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House of Representatives

The House met at 12:30 p.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. GONZALEZ).

————

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
October 29, 2007.

I hereby appoint the Honorable CHARLES A.
GONZALEZ to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

————

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2007, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 30 minutes and each Mem-
ber, other than the majority and mi-
nority leaders and the minority whip,
limited to 5 minutes.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 32
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m.

——
0 1400

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. HILL) at 2 p.m.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

“When faith came to be in writings
rather than in hearts, contention grew
hot and love grew cold. That which is
forced cannot be sincere and that
which is not voluntary cannot please
the Lord.” These words of the medieval
humanist, Erasmus, give us pause,
Lord, as this Congress faces today’s
problems.

True faith is such a tender gift by
which You massage the human heart.
If faith does not spring spontaneously
from within, it becomes dead men’s
quotes or rigid braces for feeble limbs.

The freedom of religion cannot live
in legislative words or inanimate ob-
jects. Religious faith must be allowed
to find its own expression freely. Left
alone, faith will flourish in its own
time and find its own roots, perhaps in
open fields or in surprising cracks of
our own pavement. Only when faith
takes life will You be glorified, O Lord.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Georgia (Mr. BARROW)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. BARROW led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

HIGH PRICE OF CRUDE OIL

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, crude oil
prices went to a record high of $93 a
barrel today. No doubt Americans will
feel it at the gas pump. There are nu-
merous reasons for the increase: main-
ly, oil producing countries are unsta-
ble. Mexico has cut oil production 20
percent because of bad weather in the
Gulf of Mexico. Africa’s largest ex-
porter of oil to the United States, Nige-
ria, has had incidents where pirates
have kidnapped workers from offshore
drilling rigs.

The Middle East is still a tinder box
of uncertainty with Iran’s nuclear de-
velopment, Turkey fighting the Kurd-
ish rebels, and, of course, the problems
that persist in Iraq and Syria. All of
this affects the disruption of oil ex-
ports. This, plus a weak dollar, means
that crude oil prices will grow even
higher.

Until the United States develops a
safe energy policy that allows com-
plete offshore drilling for crude oil and
drilling in ANWAR, we will be held
hostage by Third World countries,
rogue dictators, and political enemies.
We have the ability to explore and drill
safely our own abundant natural re-
sources. We must take care of our-
selves or the days of higher oil prices
have just begun.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:
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